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Objectives of the FDP
» To create awareness about research grants and funding opportunities from national and international agencies.
» To develop faculty skills in writing effective research proposals for funding bodies such as UGC, ICSSR, and AICTE.
» To guide participants in converting research ideas into fundable projects and consultancy opportunities.
» To provide insights into the evaluation criteria of funding agencies.
» To promote research culture, innovation, and interdisciplinary collaboration.
» To motivate faculty to engage in consultancy and industry collaboration.

Date / Day Resource Persons & Topic

Prof. (Dr) Kirti Mahajan Director

Office of International Affairs, Bharati Vidyapeeth (Deemed to be University), Pune
Topic :- “Converting Academic Ideas into Fundable Proposals™
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o 'md“:r“d‘)(" Former Dean and Director, Bharati Vidyapeeth, Pune
amlo 123 ) . . . . . .
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»Mode: Online (Microsoft Team) Certificate: E - Certificate Website: https://bvuniversity.edu.in/akim/
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Prof. Neetta Kulkarni | Dr. Shivganga Maindargi| Dr. Shabnam S.Mane (Mahat)‘ Prof Dr. S.B.Sawant
Co-convener Co-convener Convener Director

» Online Registration Link : https://forms.gle/mpPg/KDEsKxYTZbai9




The Six-Day National Level Faculty Development Programme (FDP) on “Research Grants,
Project Funding and Consultancy for Academic Institutions” was successfully organized by
Bharati Vidyapeeth (Deemed to be University), Pune, Abhijit Kadam Institute of Management
and Social Sciences (AKIMSS), Solapur. The FDP aimed to enhance the research capabilities
of faculty members and provide comprehensive knowledge about funding opportunities,
proposal writing, and consultancy practices.

Title of the FDP: “Research Grants, Project Funding and Consultancy for Academic
Institutions”

Programme Details:

e Duration: 23rd March 2026 to 28th March 2026 (Six Days)

e Mode: Online

e Director : Prof. Dr. S. B. Sawant

e Convener : Dr. Shabnam S. Mane-Mahat

e Co-convener : Dr. Shivganga Maindargi, Prof Neetta Kulkarni

e Total Participants: 236 (from 6 states across India)
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Objectives of the FDP:

e To create awareness about research grants and funding opportunities from national
and international agencies.

o To enhance the skills of faculty in writing effective research proposals.

o To guide participants in converting academic ideas into fundable projects.

o To provide insights into evaluation criteria of funding agencies.

e To encourage consultancy and industry collaboration among academicians.



Online Registration Link —

https://forms.gle/mpPgKDEsKxYTZbai9

Virtual Microsoft Link of FDP :

Resource Persons:

Monday to Friday (23™ March to 27" March 2026 , Time : 02:30PM to 04:30 PM) -
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/4389498632387?p=W{1xi9nTNnaEc2k8Uo

Saturday (28th March 2026 , Time : 11:00 AM to 01:00 PM)) —
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/44669709221970?p=71Y XsUiuuyFjr89V4D

The FDP featured eminent academicians, industry experts, and experienced researchers who
delivered insightful sessions on various topics related to research funding and consultancy.
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Summary of Sessions (Day-wise Highlights):

Day 1 (23rd March 2026): Time: 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM

Inauguration: The first day of the Six-Day National Level FDP commenced with great
enthusiasm and active participation from faculty members across India. The session marked
the formal inauguration of the FDP and set the tone for the upcoming sessions by emphasizing
the importance of research, funding, and consultancy in academic institutions.

The programme began at 2:30 PM with a solemn tribute to the Hon’ble Dr. Patangrao Kadam
Saheb, remembering his invaluable contribution to education and society.

This was followed by a welcome address delivered by Prof. Dr. S. B. Sawant (Director), who
highlighted the significance of research-oriented activities and encouraged participants to
actively engage in the FDP. The online inauguration of the FDP was conducted formally,
marking the official commencement of the programme.

A preamble to the FDP was presented by Dr. Shabnam S. Mane-Mahat (Convener), who
outlined the objectives, structure, and expected outcomes of the FDP.

The introduction of the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker was given by Prof. Vaishali Patel,
providing insights into the distinguished profile and achievements of the guest.
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Keynote Session on: “Converting Academic Ideas into Fundable Proposals”

The keynote address was delivered by Prof. (Dr.) Kirti Mahajan, Director, Office of
International Affairs, Bharati Vidyapeeth (Deemed to be University), Pune. The session
focused on wunderstanding the concept and importance of CSR (Corporate Social
Responsibility) funding and its relevance to academic institutions, along with its role in
connecting academia, society, and rural development. The speaker highlighted major CSR
funding companies in India such as TCS, Reliance, Infosys, and Wipro, and discussed effective
strategies to approach them. An overview of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
was provided, with special emphasis on Quality Education (SDG 4), Good Health & Well-
being (SDG 3), and Climate Action (SDG 13). The session also included case studies on CSR
initiatives in higher education, including Infosys Foundation’s digital education initiatives and
contributions by TCS.

Further, step-by-step guidance was given on how to obtain CSR funding, covering aspects such
as eligibility, identification of appropriate funding sources, and proposal submission. The
resource person explored various research focus areas such as digital payment behavior,
MSME development, entrepreneurship, women empowerment, sustainability, urban
development, and skill development. The concept of an “Idea Bank™ for grant proposal
generation was introduced, focusing on high-impact national topics, global collaborative
research, innovation, and policy research. The session also provided insights into international
funding opportunities across Europe, the UK, the US, and the Asia-Pacific region, along with
information about national funding agencies such as DST, ICSSR, AICTE, UGC, and ICAR.
Overall, the session was highly informative and engaging, offering valuable insights and
practical guidance to the participants.
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The programme concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. G. S. Mane, expressing
gratitude to the Chief Guest, organizers, and participants for their valuable contribution and
presence.

Day 2 (24th March 2026): Time: 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM

The session held on 24th March 2026 (Tuesday) began with a warm welcome address by Prof.
Dr. S. B. Sawant (Director), who encouraged participants to explore innovative avenues in
research and consultancy. This was followed by the introduction of the keynote speaker Prof.
(Dr.) Broto Rauth Bhardwaj, Professor, Bharati Vidyapeeth Institute of Management and
Research, New Delhi.

Keynote Session on: “How to Write Research Proposals for Government Funding for
Research Projects & Process of Getting Funding from ICSSR, UGC, and AICTE”

The resource person provided valuable insights into preparing effective research proposals for
government funding, highlighting the structure and key components under schemes like the
Research Promotion Scheme (RPS). The session covered essential elements such as title
formulation, research area identification, project summary, objectives, and project justification.
It also emphasized review of literature, conceptual model development, research methodology,
and data analysis techniques. Further, the importance of including current research trends,
project significance, planning, budgeting, and timelines was discussed. The session concluded
with an overview of proposal expectations from funding agencies like ICSSR, UGC, and
AICTE, providing participants with practical guidance for securing research grants.
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Day 3 (25th March 2026): Time: 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM

The session began with a warm welcome address by Prof. Dr. S. B. Sawant (Director), who
encouraged participants to explore innovative avenues in research and consultancy.

This was followed by the introduction of the keynote speaker by Prof. C. R. Suryawanshi, who
highlighted the speaker’s academic and professional achievements.

The keynote session was delivered by Dr. Dhananjay Bhaskarrao Bagul, Director, Anekant
Institute of Management Studies, Baramati, Pune, on the topic: “Converting Research into
Consultancy Projects”.
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Keynote Session on: “Converting Research into Consultancy Projects”

The resource person provided deep insights into the research—consultancy nexus, explaining
how academic research can be transformed into practical and revenue-generating consultancy
projects. The session emphasized alignment with national initiatives such as ANRF
(Anusandhan National Research Foundation) and NEP 2020, which promote research and
innovation in academic institutions. Various types of academic consultancy were discussed,
including Policy & Advisory, Technical/Scientific Consultancy, Technology Transfer, and
Management & Strategy Consultancy. The speaker elaborated on the steps to identify
consultancy potential in research, such as identifying and defining the problem, evaluating
market demand, articulating a clear value proposition, and structuring consultancy offerings
with measurable impact. Guidance was also provided on structuring a consultancy proposal by
converting research outputs into client-oriented deliverables.

Further, the session highlighted the importance of Helix Models (Triple/Quadruple Helix) for
research commercialization, showcasing collaboration among academia, industry, government,
and society. The role of institutional support systems in building a strong consultancy
ecosystem was also discussed. A detailed Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) framework was
presented, outlining a 12-month roadmap for converting research into consultancy, including
Phase 1 (Self-Assessment & Readiness), Phase 2 (Client Identification & Proposal
Development), Phase 3 (Project Execution & Monitoring), and Phase 4—6 (Closure,
Dissemination & Scale-Up). Additionally, the session introduced a 90-Day Action Plan to help
faculty members initiate consultancy activities effectively and immediately.
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The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. C. R. Suryawanshi, expressing gratitude
to the resource person and participants. The Day 3 proceedings ended on a positive note with
enhanced clarity on transforming research into consultancy opportunities.

Day 4 (26th March 2026): Time: 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM

The fourth day of the Six-Day National Level FDP was conducted on 26th March 2026
(Thursday). The session began with a warm welcome address by Prof. Dr. S. B. Sawant
(Director), who emphasized the importance of understanding funding mechanisms and
encouraged participants to focus on quality research aligned with funding agency expectations.
This was followed by the introduction of the keynote speaker Dr. Basavaraj S. Benni,
Professor and Chairman, Department of Economics, Manvika Bhavan, Bangalore University,
Bangalore by Dr. Shivganga Maindargi, who highlighted the speaker’s vast academic
experience and contributions in the field of economics and research.

Keynote Session on: “Understanding Evaluation Criteria of Funding Bodies”

The resource person provided valuable insights into the evaluation process adopted by various
funding agencies. He elaborated on the key criteria used by organizations such as ICSSR,
including the importance of research relevance, originality, methodological clarity, feasibility,
and expected outcomes. The session emphasized how researchers should align their proposals
with the objectives and priorities of funding bodies to increase the chances of approval.

Dr. Benni also explained the ICSSR report writing process, highlighting the structure,
documentation, and compliance requirements necessary for successful submission. He further
guided participants about the timeline and opening of funding calls, enabling them to plan and
prepare proposals effectively in advance.

The session was highly informative and helped participants gain a clear understanding of how
proposals are evaluated and how to meet the expectations of funding agencies, thereby
enhancing their ability to secure research grants.
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The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Shivganga Maindargi, expressing
gratitude to the resource person and participants. The Day 4 session was highly insightful and
provided participants with a clear understanding of funding evaluation criteria, report writing
processes, and strategies to align research proposals with the expectations of funding agencies.

Day 5 (27th March 2026): Time: 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM

The Fifth day of the Six-Day National Level FDP was conducted on 27th March 2026 (Friday).
The session began with a warm welcome address by Prof. Dr. S. B. Sawant (Director), who
emphasized the importance of understanding funding mechanisms and encouraged participants
to focus on quality research aligned with funding agency expectations.



This was followed by the introduction of the keynote speaker Dr. Pallavi Jamsandekar,
Director, Bharati Vidyapeeth (Deemed to be University), Pune, Institute of Management and
Rural Development Administration, Sangli, highlighting her academic excellence and
professional contributions.
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Keynote Session on: “Beyond the Proposal: Connecting with Funding Agencies Effectively.”

The keynote session was delivered by Dr. Pallavi Jamsandekar on the topic: “Beyond the
Proposal: Connecting with Funding Agencies Effectively.” The speaker elaborated on the
importance of building strong professional relationships with funding agencies, effective
communication strategies, and maintaining transparency and credibility in research proposals.
She also guided participants on networking, follow-ups, and aligning research objectives with
the priorities of funding organizations to enhance the chances of securing grants.

The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. Neetta Kulkarni, expressing gratitude to
the resource person and participants. The Day 5 session was highly informative and provided
valuable insights into establishing meaningful connections with funding agencies and
strengthening research funding opportunities.

Day 6 (27th March 2026): Time: 11:00 AM to 01:00 PM

The Sixth day of the Six-Day National Level FDP was conducted on 28th March 2026
(Saturday). The session began with a warm welcome address by Prof. Dr. S. B. Sawant
(Director), who emphasized the significance of exploring various funding opportunities and
encouraged participants to develop research proposals aligned with the requirements of
different funding agencies.



This was followed by the introduction of the keynote speaker, Dr. B. T. Lawani, Director, JSF
Research Centre (Affiliated to Pune University), Pune, by Dr. D. D. Mhetre, who highlighted
his vast experience in research and his valuable guidance in securing funded projects.

Keynote Session on: “Funding Pathways: Exploring Agencies & Mastering the Approach”

Dr. Lawani delivered an insightful and comprehensive session on “Funding Pathways:
Exploring Agencies & Mastering the Approach.” He emphasized that funding is not merely
about seeking financial support but about establishing a strong “problem-market fit” in
academia. He encouraged participants to shift their mindset from traditional proposal writing
to value proposition design and stakeholder-oriented research. Dr. Lawani elaborated on
various funding agencies at national and international levels, including UGC, DST, ICSSR,
CSIR, DBT, ICMR, AICTE, and DRDO. He provided detailed insights into different schemes,
fellowships, research grants, and funding opportunities available for faculty members,
researchers, and students. He also discussed emerging funding trends under the National
Research Foundation (NRF), focusing on large-scale, consortium-based, and problem-solving
research. He guided participants on aligning research proposals with government priorities,
policy outcomes, and societal needs. The session further covered real-time examples and
ongoing calls for proposals were also shared to provide practical exposure to participants.

Overall, the session was highly informative and enriched the participants’ understanding of
research funding mechanisms, proposal strategies, and emerging opportunities in the research
ecosystem. The session concluded with an interactive discussion, where participants clarified
their queries regarding funding applications and research planning.
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Valedictory Session:

The Valedictory Session was conducted at 12:30 PM, wherein Prof. Nilima Mondhe presented a
detailed summary of all six days of the FDP, highlighting the key learnings and outcomes of each
session. Some participants, including Dr. Mahadev Patil and Prof. Amar Chavhan, shared their valuable
feedback and appreciated the organizing team for conducting such an informative and insightful



programme on research funding. The session concluded with a Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Rahul
Manjare, expressing gratitude to all resource persons, participants, and organizers for their active
involvement and support.
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LinkedIn Notification:

I Bharati Vidyapeeth X
Qs 116,399 followers
€3 Bharati Vidyapeeth “he
SR,  (DeemedToBe Universty) Bharati Vidyapeeth’s Abhijit Kadam Institute of
Management and Social Sciences, Solapur, has organised
a 6-Day National Level FDP on “Research Grants, Project
Funding and C for Academic " from
23 to 28 March 2026.

Empowering Educators.
Enabling Research Excellence.
The FDP aims to -
* Build awareness about national & international funding

6-Day National Level FDP on opportunities.

* Strengthen proposal writing and grant acquisition skills.

Research Grants, PI'OjeCt Funding and * Enable conversion of research ideas into funded projects.

* Provide insights into the evaluation criteria of funding

Consultancy for Academic Institutions agencies.

* Foster innovation. collaboration, and consultincy culture. |
at

An opportunity to leam from prominent academicians and
ABHIJIT KADAM INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AND experts across premier institutions, who will guide you
S ia SEENCEs SOLAPLE through real-world strategies and practical approaches.

Register now and transform your research ideas into
impactful, funded projects.

a Date: 23-28 March 2026 9 Venue: Microsoft Teams

Date: 23-28 March 2026
Venue: Online (Microsoft Teams)

Feedback:
Participants expressed high satisfaction with the FDP. The sessions were informative,
interactive, and practically useful. The resource persons were appreciated for their expertise
and clarity.
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Conclusion:

The Six-Day National Level Faculty Development Programme (FDP) on “Research Grants,
Project Funding and Consultancy for Academic Institutions” was successfully organized and
proved to be highly beneficial for all participants. Throughout the six days, the FDP provided
comprehensive insights into various aspects of research funding, proposal writing, consultancy
development, and collaboration with funding agencies.

Each session was thoughtfully designed and delivered by eminent resource persons, covering
key areas such as transforming academic ideas into fundable proposals, understanding funding
mechanisms, evaluation criteria, consultancy opportunities, and effective engagement with
funding bodies. The programme enabled participants to gain both theoretical knowledge and
practical strategies required to secure research grants and undertake impactful research
projects.

The FDP significantly contributed to enhancing the research capabilities of faculty members
and motivated them to align their research work with societal needs, government priorities, and
global trends. It also emphasized the importance of innovation, interdisciplinary collaboration,



and industry-academia linkage. The active participation, positive feedback, and appreciation
from participants reflect the success of the programme. Overall, the FDP achieved its objectives
of strengthening research culture, promoting consultancy practices, and encouraging faculty
members to actively engage in funded research and academic excellence.

Prof. Neetta Kulkarni Dr. Shivganga Maindargi
Co-Convener Co-Convener
Dr. Shabnam S. Mane (Mahat) Prof. Dr. S. B. Sawant

Convener Director



